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Preparation of tetra-needle-like zinc oxide whiskers/natural rubber

antibacterial medical composites

CHENXi', JIAN Lulu, ZHANG Ruiming
(College of Chemistry and Materials, Longyan University, Longyan 364000, China)

Abstract: The sodium stearate-tetra-needle-like zinc oxide whiskers (T-ZnOw)/natural rubber (NR) antibacterial

medical composites were prepared by introducing the sodium stearate-T-ZnOw ultrasonic dispersion into natural

rubber latex (NRL) matrix. The comprehensive mechanical properties, antibacterial properties and thermal stabil-

ity properties of the composites were systematically studied. The results show that when sodium stearate-T-ZnOw

loading of 3wt%, the mechanical properties and thermal stability properties of the composites achieve optimum res-

ults. Compared with the pure NR, the shore a hardness, modulus at 300%, tensile strength, tear strength and elonga-

tion at break of composites are increased by 8.6%, 25.4%, 20.3%, 25.6% and 6.4%, respectively; The initial thermal

degradation temperature (7,) and the termination thermal degradation temperature (7}) of the composites are in-

creased by 21.2°C and 5.9°C. When the content of sodium stearate-T-ZnOw exceeds 3wt%, it can inhibit the growth

of Escherichia coli, Staphylococcus aureus, Acinetobacter baumannii and Staphylococcus epidermidis in natural

rubber latex. It can enter bacterial cells, resulting in cell wall damage, cell leakage, cell death.

Keywords: tetra-needle-like zinc oxide whiskers; natural rubber; natural rubber latex; mechanical properties;

antibacterial properties; medical composites
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T ILAS Ak, B B E R #E (COVID19) 76 42
BRYGHEINEEE &t , 2t AE T AR,
A E e FE T AMTB R, 4ok TR T A
fabl, @ EEm TRV kR, B RS
B H 2™, AMTERE A REREMEZM, &
AR TR, AR AR B AT B fd A il
FEXTHT COVID19 B, wf UK 1158 A0 I LI T4 5
FERTT S TR T, SR AR (i ik 2 5 B g R e U
DRI A C . TEERE, A 1 B k47 3h A J5 8 1
NTFIRMETF, ghxsep N2 T EHAKSIRE .
EHAKFE ., #AEMERILRSREHE T
ZE F AL il i, e 5 R e LA ) = R, 4
PR AR 25 by 77 3 2 2 T I 5L ) o i SR AR, A1)
FEME R B IRZE 5 R B, AUt Ak
R, MEMESFEET . R s B LR
A BABEAEN, TR R S R
P O < S Y N G NG Y

= e L o ot %) ok R RAR I FL o KRR 3L
S AR I AR & e L, BB
WE M FE R R, B4R R TR
FLA =, Fh e B EL A E R R
LR 1 vE e BT e RE A Sl e FL A S AT
Wi 22 HICA B, IEAE F4k —Fhopr A
P e LG TR A RE XA RS (AT DL e e 7L,
i B ZEA 15 ERE o AT LA v e 2L ] 0 e TR
PEREM

POt IR E AL B 20 (T-ZnOw) 2 — R ELA Al 4
ST ARG B AT Y . B EA SR S A
WO, TS . IR AE R LE A RN, T
ZnOw [ Z DI REVEE A4 A5 2 1) 32 i 0,
AT S5 BUFF T-ZnOw 1E K K 8K ik 7L 2 & # okt
B TR 3G 5 AR H T-ZnOw {1 A TCHLEHA R K,
EHASPREEE. FKEME, SHE, B
FOHAE e 3L A o L2 B AR By g 22

AR S 6 S K 6 A TG B Y 2R TR A
72 £/ (Sodium stearate) i 1t T-ZnOw, 75 #| Sodi-
um stearate-T-ZnOw, WRIFE G WIEERAL T2,
Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw EL#Z A ] RIREFL (NRL)
e, B RERERE, SECLR AR, e b
WG, R RS HBOE R4 T Sodium stearate-
T-ZnOw 73 # % , ¥ Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw 43 X
WEIANRL 1, #il& TSR Sodium stearate-
T-ZnOw/#% ¢ (NR) 470 1 B= I 52 5 A1k

1 KWHZE
1.1 FE&R

W 4 K 9K e FL (NRL), [E B 9 B & 4> 30
0.6216wt%, H [ A Ll B2 e 1 5 7 il e ) 4
HE s POERIR E AL BE S AT (T-ZnOw, £ IR AR
% D: 05~5pum, fRIEKE L: 10~50 pm), L
TP A M R R A IR R B R R B (Sodium
stearate), J M TR IR ML A HLEE JERHE BR 2 H
AL, BN . MHBRR 53, & SBHEE
PR AR AR A A s RIBFFE . 48 %0 5K
S RS FF R R EAERE, M R2 YR
HARARAR; B LBl A R i, e
BeJr A Tlckr, Hor NRL(DANR 31), Bifif (S)0.6wt%,
7ZnO0 0.6wt%, 20K (25 D)0.5wt%, — 23—
fim AR 2 5 R B (2 32 77 ZDC)0.3wt%. T-ZnOw
5 NR B HC L an £ 1 iR .

F1 TEEFEH (Sodium stearate)- U $HR EL R M
(T-ZnOw) 515 (NR) RyECLL
Table 1 Ratio of sodium stearate-tetra-needle-like zinc
oxide whiskers (T-ZnOw) and natural rubber (NR)

NR/wt%  T-ZnOw/wt%

Sample

Pure NR 100 0
1wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 100
2wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 100
3wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 100
4wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 100
5wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 100

Note: Pure NR has been added with curing agent.

Qs W N -

1.2 #l#% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR £ & # #}
8wt% T-ZnOw 7K I i ) 78 48 # =X ik 1 4 41
fr & 70°C AP, BEFE 5 min J5ZHT A B
7 Sodium stearate [ Jo 7K £ B, 2Pk Ak 2 —
FE B[] 5 R Gt g, DR TS Hil 45 Sodium stea-
rate-T-ZnOw #£ ity o F5-8% 2l P T-ZnOw #8 75 43 B,
il 74+ Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw 43 B . 7F Ik 34 HL
WAEHE T, Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw 43 B i A i
45 I FL )5 (Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw 5 ¥k 4 8 L
WO WL 2R 1), MKW A FLEC AR 0.6wt% S,
0.6wt%ZnO, 0.5wt% — 7 Il ({2 # 7 D), 0.3wt%
T TR E S P R B (fle 2 ZDC), 1% Sodi-
um stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & & K #, . I B+ Sodi-
um stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & & ¢ 7L 2 & % 3, i
$¥30min, PRI EEBEFEEMESKIL, #E 10h
BRI, BRI R TR E A R FLED S
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Dry it in an
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Sodium stearate-
T-ZnOw/NR

NRL—Natural rubber latex
#l1 Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & &R Hl &

Fig.1 Preparation of sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR composites

M b AR B R B, =R CE 4~5 Ko REE AR FLK
SR ERIGC A, 7F85°C W H2S T4
14k 2.5h, 18 Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & &
AR E 1 FR),
1.3 g

TG A8 B RAE . 763G 88 2K 1Y Be Ak B
A Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw, JH 3% ¥ s 1 $f — & i
B, #E 2h, B 257 A Sodium stearate-
T-ZnOw, FHIEHET, FRE TS /b4 8.

M
As= ﬁfwa% )

Hrr: Ayl Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw {F{LFEEAIME,
TR f T AL ] Sodium stearate 1 ] i 5 M,
>4 Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw VL IEY i & ; M M Sodi-
um stearate-T-ZnOw 1) & i & .

Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw 25 fh B &S A9 R AE . R
FH 7 22 A 24 BL 2\ 7] X'Pert3 Powder % X 5 £k #3 K
T HHUST Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw 47 F1F .

Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw ZI. 7p % [ i R AIE . R
e &5 71/ 7] Nicolet-iS10 i L - 25 4 21 41 S 1% Y
%} Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw #F17 F A 22

Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw ## i Fll Sodium stea-
rate-T-ZnOw/NR & 5 BB e W i T8 1w W0 245 #4) 1 &
fiE: ¥ Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw F£ i fl Sodium stea-
rate-T-ZnOw/NR & & MO A PR 45 Jia Wt f5 19 W
T W 4 AE &, SR A H A4S H 723 &) PHILIPS XL-30 !
R B SR TP A

Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & & #1 ¥} J1 2 ¥
RERYISE « R FH AR ¥ 7 SEPE AR A A PR 23 v i i
(1 LX-A BUHR R AR B A B2 31, 4% i GB/T531—2008
HEAT O I R SE MR Tk R (P ED A
FRZ% F] CMT6000 BUHL -7 fEIASEALI% I GB/T 528—
2009 HE 17 R M BRI LY, 4% I GB/T 529—2008

HEATH 24 BB 3

Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & & ¥ K} #u & &
PR 0 7€ >R FH A 45 38 46 A1) 22 28 ) TGA-2 B
SISO B2 A MR R AT AR E M A b, I AR 1
H: N, 540, FHE#EE 10°C/min,

KA B 2 Pure NRL £l Sodium stearate-
T-ZnOw/NR & & M BTG . 3 Pr A 5250 1Y %
PR o K #E R 0.1 mL %) B B VO A T T
FRERET, WA EEABCA AR IR,
L ARHER S5, R AR, TEA ML
Ay BN Pure NRL il Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR.
PSR MUBCE BEAR b, 37°C THEFE 24 h, WEH:
FREIMLE A IR X an R 5% 5 1L L B 7R
DU Ui A = RN 2 490 17 el 7 AR o

FH A= ¥ . #9085 2 AF Pure NRL Il Sodium stea-
rate-T-ZnOw/NR & & B B RCR . 15 525l
YE Pure NRL 1 Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & &
MRERY A= W S B WS B B . B TR S R ) A
MK o FEEBE 7 DU JRDRG B, AE#3E 7 iy rh
JRCE — A, BRI S A T BRI MH
BG o FEINEGE S 45 0 AR A L R R, OF
FEAFEAAL O AR RS &, PR LA B SR 46
th, fE37°C IHIREEFE 24 h, e HAEESERA A
MBS . (Wl 2 FR)

2 #RE5TR
2.1 T-ZnOw H)iE L5 ¥ F0 XRD B i

&l 3(a) & T-ZnOw W iG fLH8 o B Kl . 3k 2
H T-ZnOw G658 . &l 3(a) AT A, ik
i J5 R B T-ZnOw K &R 43 Bl T 28 18K, 1k
B T-ZnOw M6 L4800 8.9% ., H 1wt% 115 )i iz
B2 T-ZnOw, B e P & 20 19 35 Ak 8 20k
23.5, Fifi & B B R A0 HH N TR R, ORI Y
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N 37°C 24 hkeep \ i
= — —_—
in incubator / (%

Non-antimicrobial area  Bjological microscope

& 2 #I{E Pure NRL Fll Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR & & #4445 4 B B A A A

Fig.2 Preparation of pure NRL and sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR composites templates for biomicroscop

@

A =
Unmodified

T-ZnOw 1wt% Sodium
stearate-T-ZnOw

Swt% Sodium
stearate-T-ZnOw

2wt% Sodium
stearate-T-ZnOw

4wt% Sodium
stearate-T-ZnOw 3w Sium
stearate-T-ZnOw

(b) (101)
(100)
2
% Unmodified T-ZnOw
= 002 (110)
(102) (103)(112)
l l lh ek
v vl o it {wiros o i Samae
) ) Sodiuml stearate-T-ZnOw
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20/(°)

3 T-ZnOw BYIEALFEHOME R R (a). MeMERT)E T-ZnOw [ XRD K% (b)

Fig.3 Activation index schematic diagram of T-ZnOw (a), XRD spectrum of unmodified-T-ZnOw and sodium stearate-T-ZnOw (b)

#2 T-ZnOw HIFELIEE
Table 2 Activation index of T-ZnOw

Mass fraction of sodium

stearate-T-ZnOw/wt% 0 1 2 3 4 5

Activation index of
sodium stearate.T-ZnOw/% 39 235 45.7 769 100 879

TEAEFE ORI >4 ek 70 58 1 1R A 1) H 6 3
KE] awt% B, ootk i 20 oK, 35 e dE 4k
28 100% , I B ¢t 200 4 s R R 4k o8 AR T,
PN S8 A BB K R o 2 oM R A gk 2L
K 2| 5wt% BF, 2o rk R T S R AR A,
LB T S 200 3R TR A MR B T R R AL, T Ak
EBCT R 3 879%™ X i T ad £ 19 i B R 4k
el AT L 1 A A P R AT ) AT, AORL [E) Y) B
SRR, RoEtE | ISR BT R, AT
U, B R0 B PR A %) H B R Awt% 2 i 20 PR
1y s A B o Bl 3(b) A oK Bk P T J T-ZnOw fY
XRD i, wIA1, AL RS A9 T-ZnOw /& 1K 4%
B A B, 1E (100), (002), (101). (110) &5 &

AT A0 HE BT AR Y R A AT 0, (ER R BT AR
JOAH A A S 0 . 3 TG AL BR AT S T-ZnOw #B H A
R B S S5 M . i JCPDS K5 o 75-1526 11 1%
WERT I, T-ZnOw SH7N 4 FE™ 45 1) ZnO,
2.2 T-ZnOw B FTIR B L #1 R 55

4 J M PETT S T-ZnOw Y FTIR &% . ootk
J7 B T-ZnOw 7£ 2 918cm™ Fil 2 848 cm™ 4 I BL T
PN FFAIE IS 04 R CH,, 79 % AR AT 45 I 3l RIS X R
o 45 PR sh g e % ;. 1539 em 4k > COO 1) 5% R
IR SN ERF g ; 1461 cm™ &bk CH, (978 M1 ¥ 30
Fl CHy A X FRAE f PR 2l 0%, 1396 cm™ &b °h CH,4
HIXFFRAE R B . 245 R 5 e TR RE — 2, X
2 U A A R 4 i fL 2F 8 5 T-ZnOw & 4= T H.AH
PR3 HAE ML AR 5 s, B 5% Sodium
stearate 56 7E 7K v SO AR WA AR R, A A T 1) PR A
5 T-ZnOw FR1f 1 #2356 & A i K BE 1k, DI fi £
NG R 5 F1& i ] T-ZnOw K1 .

& 6(a) N oK Bk 1k B9 T-ZnOw ) SEM [F 1% . ]
DLE, KRR R ™ &, s8], i
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Fig.4 FTIR spectra of T-ZnOw before and after modification

Sr RS R Z R A SR AE — i . &l 6(b) i H]
4wt% Sodium stearate 2 P J5 ) T-ZnOw, 7] L&
W, AR AR A EA A) R A R g 4
ARBE, B AR MR, YR RRA R =4
SEARSERE
2.3 T-ZnOw/NR £ &M B EMTILEE 15 1%RE
L7 S 524 Rk T T T8 1 OO TR 30 RN 2
MRS IREE R B . R 7(2) iTE W, R
T-ZnOw 5 NR Z [H] 77 75 B R W 1] Bt , R el ik T-

O
Stepl
nR C ONa+nH,O

Step2

wo MO zg o
< %
% T-ZnOw % +nR © OH =
Q
@ &

O/\/ o Q\A

ZnOw 5 KRR IR ZE 5 A 4f . | 7(b) AT &
th, Btk T-ZnOw 9 YA A AR BT — i R TR M4 A
e AR R, B T-ZnOw i YA £ 548 i 3k 14
MEE AR5 mIE 7, Rkt RS NR A
245G AL, fAEARFREN A s
M5 NR B S Z5 & B % . WA s R A Ak 2 S
) T-ZnOw 7E NR FEAR OR{UOREE T3 58 8 1) = 4
SRS, E NREA TR BB 2EH, Hilcs
T NR 5 Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw FJ A 454 . Sod-
ium stearate-T-ZnOw REFH 23458 NR BT J1PERE

# 3}y T-ZnOw/NR E 5 M EHNZE G 12 1 RE
ATRVE M, LA T-ZnOw 7] DL & 2 A
MEMYZEA 1 FPERE . M EREliE, R T-ZnOw
TN 3wt% I, A MBI ER R AREEE, 300%
SEARNE F7, AR R B0 g R RN Dy A K R
MR 2.9%. 16.2%. 20.3%. 12.1% H13.9%, # L
KM PE T-ZnOw & & 8 3wt% i, Pk T-ZnOw &
o 3wt I, A MEHER R AR, 300% A&
(LD I A G 5 A T 1) T ez |
P 5.6%. 7.9%. 14.7%. 12.0% il 2.8%, %% %
B, BME T-ZnOw Jin A KSR IS #L 1 &2 & 4B )
“EVERE R Pk T-Znow A B B . X 8
AV EA G A T-ZnOw A 3L el 2 T 5%

(0]
nR C OH+nNaOH
R
0D
< © 0 &
00 0 OO
0 o (o}
8 o T-ZnOw ©) 8 ~ +nH,0
o o O o
O Q
% O
%
L % oC (@) ©
R

[#]5 Sodium stearate 5 T-ZnOw i 52 W L]

Fig.5 Reaction mechanism between sodium stearate and the surface of T-ZnOw
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K6 Rtk T-ZnOw (a) Fil 4wt%Sodium stearate 20145 T-ZnOw (b) (1) SEM &4

Fig.6 SEM images of unmodified-T-ZnOw (a) and sodium stearate-T-ZnOw (b)

87 Ktk T-ZnOw (a) Fl 3wt%Sodium stearate BUVEG T-ZnOw (b) FNEWTIT IE AT S5 A7 AR S5 M Y SEM [BIE

Fig. 7 SEM images of the brittle failure surface and three dimensional structure diagram of composites

((a) Unmodified -T-ZnOw/NR composite; (b) Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR composites (Content of T-ZnOw is 3wt%))

%3 T-ZnOw/NR E &M BHES N1
Table 3 Mechanical properties of T-ZnOw/NR composites

Sample Shore A Modulusat Tensile TearSt}rength/ Elongationat
hardness/(°) 300%/MPa strength/MPa (KN-m™) break/%

Pure NR 35+1 1.42+0.06 23.47+0.54 28.24+0.33 823+10
1wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 36+1 1.51+0.05 28.08+1.08 31.37+£0.65 839+8

2wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 37+1 1.64+0.07 31.13+0.75 33.76+0.54 856+7

3wt% Unmodified -T-ZnOw/NR 36+1 1.65+0.04 28.23+0.37 31.67+0.56 855+7

3wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 38+1 1.78+0.03 32.39+1.03 35.48+0.71 87919

4wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 38+0 1.68+0.06 32.17+0.76 33.95+0.65 866+10
5wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 37+1 1.55+0.04 30.75+0.65 32.65+0.45 854+8

AR A 25 . Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw 1E A2 ZnOw & 1 A9 34 i,

it By 1 5E A, 2 A5 $2 7% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw
SBREHEAR FEE S T, A REFR 4 K Sodium
stearate-T-ZnOw £ ¢ i 1 34 58 AE FH o 2l PRI 19
T-ZnOw 7585 i FE AR o 4 e 78 0 & i 2R R .
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Fig. 8 Inhibition zone of the pure NRL and sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR against E.coil (a), S.aureus (b), A.baumannii (c) and S.epidermidis (d) after 24h
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Table 4 Inhibition zone diameter of the pure NRL and sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR against E.coil,
S.aureus, A.baumannii and S.epidermidis after 24h

Inhibition zone diameter/mm

Sample

E.coli S.aureus A.baumannii S.epidermidis
Pure NRL 0 0 0 0
1wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NRL 12.8 17.1 0 8.2
3wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NRL 17.6 20.8 8.7 22.6
5wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NRL 18.3 24.3 13.7 26.4

Notes: E.coli—Escherichia coli; S.aureus—Staphylococcus aureus; A.baumannii—Acineto bacterbaumannii; S.epidermidis—

Staphylococcus epidermidis.
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Fig.9 Biological microscope images of the pure NRL and sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR against E.coil, S.aureus, A.baumannii

and S.epidermidis after 24 h(Enlargement of 1 000 times)
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Fig. 10 DTG (a) and TG (b) curves of sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR composites in N, atmosphere
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Table5 Characteristic temperature of sodium stearate-T-
ZnOw/NR in N, atmosphere

Sample TyC T,/C T4C

Pure NR 317.5 379.5 444.5
1wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 328.6  379.5 445.8

3wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 339.7  380.3  450.4
5wt% Sodium stearate-T-ZnOw/NR 334.3  380.0 442.1

Notes: T,—Initial thermal degradation temperature; 7,—
Maximum thermal degradation temperature; 7;—Termination of
thermal degradation temperature.
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